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A Quest For Life 

 “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” an inquisitive lawyer asked Jesus.  Jesus 

already knew that this man knew the answer to his question, so He replied, “What is 

written in the law?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 

neighbor as yourself.” Jesus then told him that he had given the right answer.  When we 

examine this conversation between the lawyer and Jesus, we notice that the lawyer, an 

older man, seeks some type of mental satisfaction. Perhaps, his daily profession and 

training may have tended to extinguish any desire for a deeper life which he may once 

have possessed. Perhaps there is a memory of his earlier aspirations, the recollection 

of the deeper and more earnest questions of life, which he had pressed for early in his 

youth and early manhood in vain.  For whatever reason, the man had come, not as the 

lawyer, but as the man. He had rid himself of the influence of his training and 

profession, looked at life with the eyes of a layman, and asked a question, not of legal 

significance, but of deep human interest. He came to Christ seeking an answer to the 

great question of the human heart. Much to his surprise, Jesus didn‟t answer it the way 

that he had expected. Instead, Jesus lifted the problem to a higher level and the one 

questioning it to a great principle, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 

The lawyer‟s answer is most remarkable and shows that he had read the law to some 

degree. Today, I‟d like for us to further examine the law, the man‟s response to Jesus‟ 

question, by looking at those five principles pertaining to the heart, soul, strength, mind, 

and compassion. 

“You should love the Lord your God with all your heart.” This is the first principle. 

What does it mean to love the Lord your God with all of your heart? Moreover, what 

does it mean to love and what is the heart, really? In Webster‟s Dictionary, love is 

defined as a deep, tender, ineffable feeling of affection toward another. Other meanings 

of the word love are to like or enthusiastically desire, to have an intense emotional 

attachment towards someone. So, how can you take this meaning of love and apply it to 

the way you should love God with your heart? What is the heart? A textbook definition 

of the heart is the chambered muscular organ within us that pumps blood received from 

the veins into the arteries, thereby maintaining the flow of blood through the entire 

circulatory system. In laymen‟s terms, it is the vital center and source of one‟s being, 

emotions and sensibilities, the place of one‟s deepest and sincerest feelings and beliefs. 

It‟s the power within you that knows joy and grief; it greets the bright with gladness and 

it grows heavy when you are sad. When your heart is strong, you are brave and when 

your heart is weak, your courage fails. There is heart within you. You and I are called to 



love the Lord our God with all of it. The word “all” here is significant. We are to love the 

Lord with all of our heart, not with a half of it.  

“You should love the Lord your God with all your soul.” This is the second 

principle. What is the soul? Webster‟s Dictionary suggests that the soul is the spiritual 

nature of humans. It is regarded as being immortal and it lives on forever, though 

separable from the body at death, and it is susceptible to happiness or misery in a 

future state. There is a soul within you. It is not capable of being seen, but it gives you 

the capacity of being in fellowship with others that makes us understand what we call 

„the communion of kindred spirits.” It deals with friendship and it is the highest element 

of our being.  As we stand in awe before a mighty expression of God in Nature like the 

Grand Canyon of the Colorado, or the Great Wall of China, the soul becomes conscious 

that it is dealing with the almighty. The soul carries the most weight within us and man is 

never a saved man until his soul is fitted for fellowship with God in heaven, the best of 

the earth.  

“You should love the Lord your God with all your strength.” This is the third 

principle.  What is strength? Strength can be expressed as the heart throbbing with 

energy, when the mind is intense, when the soul is inflamed, it is the enthusiasm of our 

being. Consider it as an element within you that adds liveliness and vigor to your heart 

and soul, it is the glow, the exhilaration of your spiritual nature.  

“You should love the Lord your God with all your mind.” This is the fourth 

principle.  What is the mind? Again, according to Webster‟s, the mind is the human 

consciousness that originates in the brain and is manifested especially in thought, 

perception, emotion, will, memory, and imagination. In other words, the mind is the 

principle of intelligence, the spirit of consciousness regarded as an aspect of reality. It 

directs and influences our mental and physical behavior. It helps us think, reason, and 

apply knowledge so that we can make good decisions. The mind is cooler than the 

heart, less emotional, more judicial, and more inclined to weigh evidence. When the 

mind examines and approves, there comes conviction. It is different from the heart. 

Take for example the story of the prodigal son. The heart of the father loves his prodigal 

boy, it even goes out to him in tenderness; but the mind of the father cannot love the 

prodigal because the father cannot approve the prodigal‟s life and deeds. When at last 

the boy becomes a changed man, becomes humble and penitent, then the mind of the 

father can love the boy because it approves of him.  

“You should love the neighbor as yourself.” This is the fifth principle. What does 

this mean? This means that we must love our neighbor as ourselves. The lawyer went 

deep when he put the love of our neighbor along with the love of God as the way by 

which we inherit eternal life. At first we may wonder why it should be so, but when we 

think about it, the reason comes out very clearly. In all reality, you and I can‟t live in the 



true sense as solitary individuals, shutting ourselves up and caring for nobody but our 

own precious selves. It is as a member of a community, a church that we live in the 

noble and worthy way, and attain to the highest that we are able to reach. Further, we 

are at our best and we live in the true sense, only when we have others to live for, when 

we share our common burdens with each other, helping each other on the journey we 

call life. 

At the end of their conversation, Jesus told the lawyer that he had “given the right 

answer.” He then went on to say “do this, and you will live.” What did Jesus mean by 

this? Perhaps, He meant that you will live, that you will inherit eternal life, by loving God. 

Loving God means responding to His eternal love for us. There it has been stored up 

and ready, before we were born; and ever since you came into the world it has been 

devoted to you, watching, caring, guiding – the love of God! Your whole joy and 

blessedness will consist in returning this love. When you do this and return His love, 

your soul will reflect and answer to His love for you. And when you wholeheartedly 

respond to God‟s love, you simply give up your whole selves to Him, including your 

heart, soul, strength, and mind so that you become entirely His. You belong to Him who 

is eternal and you enter eternal life.  


